THE ANCIENT LITEKATURE OF INDIA

SO FAE AS IT SUPPLIES MATEEIALS

FOE THE STUDY OF THE OEIGIN

OF  EELIGION.

Usefulness of the study of literary religions. .

INSTEAD of trying to study the origin of religion
in the tertiary or quaternary strata of Africa,
America and Australia, it seems far wiser to look
first to countries where not only we find the latest
formations, the mere surface and detritus of religious
growth, but where we can see and study some at least
of the lower strata on which the superficial soil of
religion reposes.

I know very well that this study also has its
difficulties, quite as much as the study of the re-
ligion of savage races, but the soil on which we
have here to labour is deeper, and promises a richer
harvest.

It is quite true that the historical documents of a
religion never carry us very far. They fail us often
just where they would be most instructive, near the
first springs of the old stream. This is inevitable.
No religion is of importance to the surrounding world
in its first beginnings. It is hardly noticed, so long